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1. SUMMARY: ALEXANDER MAY, PRESIDENT OF THE ALL-SWISS 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC) HAS 
CONFIRMED TO THE MISSION HIS DESIRE TO VISIT WASHINGTON. HE 
PROPOSES SEPTEMBER 14-16 WITH THE HOPE OF MEETING WITH THE 
PRESIDENT, THE VICE PRESIDENT, SECRETARY HAIG, AND 
APPROPRIATE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 
AMB. CINCPATRICK. [WORDS ILLEG] 
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— AFGHANISTAN: THE SOVIETS AND THE AFGHAN REGIME BOTH HAVE 
REBUFFED THE ICRC'S OFFERS TO RENDER HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
IN AFGHANISTAN. UNDER THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS THE ICRC HAS - 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROTECTING PRISONERS FO WAR AND OTHER 
VICTIMS OF ARMED CONFLICT. THE ICRC IS CURRENTLY MAKING 
RENEWED 

EFFORTS TO APPROACH THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP ON THIS SUBJECT, 
USING THE OPENING OF SOVIET INTEREST IN SOVIET PRISONERS OF 
WAR HELD BY THE AFGHAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS. 

— LEBANON: THE ICRC IS DEEPLY ENGAGED IN PROVIDING MEDICAL 
AND OTHER ASSISTANCE TO VICTIMS OF FIGHTING AND AIR ATTACKS 
IN LEBANON. IF POSSIBLE, PRESIDENT HAY WOULD LIKE TO MEET 
WITH THE PRESIDENT'S SPECIAL ENVOY AMB. PHILIP HABIB TO 
DISCUSS THE LEBANON SITUATION. 
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— KAMPUCHEA: THE ICRC PLAYED A CENTRAL ROLE WITH UNICEF IN 
INITIATING THE INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM INSIDE 
KAMPUCHEA AND ON THE THAI BORDER. THE ICRC IS CONTINUING TO 
BE THE LEAD AGENCY FOR MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ON THE BORDER BUT 
NEEDS TO BE CONVINCED TO CONTINUE THIS ROLE AFTER DECEMBER 
1981. (NOTE: WE UNDERSTAND THE ICRC, UNICEF, AND OTHER 
PARTICIPANTS IN THE KHMER RELIEF EFFORT HAVE BEEN NOMINATED 
FOR THE 1981 NOBEL PRIZE. THE ICRC HAS WON OR SHARED THE 
NOBEL PRICE FOUR TIMES IN THE PAST.) 

— NORTHERN IRELAND: ICRC DELEGATES AND AN ICRC DOCTOR HAVE 
JUST COMPLETED AN INITIAL SERIES OF VISITS TO IRA PRISONERS 
INCLUDING THE HUNGER-STRIKERS. THE VISITS CAME IN RESPONSE 
TO A LONG-STANDING ICRC INITIATIVE, NOW AGREED TO BY THE US 
GOVERNMENT. THE ICRC EXPECTS TO MAKE FURTHER VISITS IN THE 
FUTURE, AND DESPITE INITIAL REJECTION BY IRA SPOKESMEN, 
THERE CONTINUES TO BE A POSSIBILITY THAT SUCH VISITS, BY 
IMPLICITLY RECOGNIZING THE SPECIAL STATUS OF "PRISONERS AS A 
RESULT OF THE EVENTS," COULD LEAD TO AN A AMELIORATION OF 
THE PROBLEM. 

— US HOSTAGES IN TEHRAN: THE ICRC WAS THE ONLY 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION ABLE TO VISIT AND MEET 
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WITH ALL THE AMERICAN HOSTAGES WHILE THEY WERE HELD CAPTIVE 
IN THE US EMBASSY IN TEHRAN. AS IS CUSTOMARY FOR SUCH ICRC 
MISSIONS, IT WAS NOT WIDELY PUBLICIZED BY THE ICRC. IT 
WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR SENIOR OFFICIALS TO EXPRESS 
APPRECIATION FOR THIS ICRC ACTION. 

— IRAN-IRAQ CONFLICT: PRESIDENT HAY RECENTLY COMPLETED 
VISITS TO TEHRAN AND BAGHDAD. ICRC DELEGATES ARE ACTIVE ON 
BOTH SIDES OF THE CONFLICT. HAVE VISITED POSTS AND HAVE 
ASSISTED IN [ILLEG] EFFORTS. 

— AFRICA: THE [WORDS ILLEG]. 
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FIVE YEARS AS ICRC PRESIDENT AND HAS BEEN RE-ELECTED FOR A 
FURTHER FIVE YEARS. HIS LAST OFFICIAL VISIT TO WASHINGTON 
WAS IN 1977, WHEN HE MET WITH SECRETARY VANCE AND OTHER 
STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS. HIS PREDECESSOR, MARCEL 
NAVILLE, MET WITH PRESIDENT NIXON IN 1971. AS ICRC 
PRESIDENT HAY HAS MET WITH LEADERS OF A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES 
AND INSTITUTIONS, INCLUDING GISCARD C'ESTAING (FRANCE), 
HELMUT SCHMIDT (FRG) , PRESIDENT PERTINI (ITALY) , LORD 
CARRINGTON AND QUEEN ELIZABETH (UK) , KING KHALED (SAUDI 
ARABIA) , KING HASSAN II (MOROCCO) , PRESIDENT BOUFEDLANI 
(ALGERIA), PRESIDENT SUHARTO (INDONESIA, FIDEL CASTRO 
(CUBA) . 
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